Information from Programs Prepared for/Distributed at 
Annual Rotary/Altrusa Literacy Luncheons

Below are listed the organizations/programs to whom funds have been given since 1998 and (in some cases) a very brief synopsis of the justification for the funding. The decisions were made by a joint committee of Altrusans and Rotarians under a set of guidelines adopted by both organizations boards of directors and based on applications submitted by schools, non-profit organizations, and individuals.

Before that, funds were passed from the luncheon to the programs of Clinch Valley Literacy Council, formed by the 1998 merger of the Tri-County Literacy Council and Anderson County Adult Literacy Council, and, before that, to the two councils.

2008 – Funds raised at the 15th annual event went to:

· Robertsville Middle School: National Geographic “Reading Expeditions” paperback book series - Greg Hamilton, Teacher ($1114)
· Jefferson Middle School: Equipment and supplies for CDC classroom interactive effort - Anita Morgan, Teacher ($1700)
· Andersonville Elementary School: Balanced literacy books - Danielle Rutig, Literacy Coach ($500)
· Briceville Elementary School: Non-fiction library books - Janis Bishop, Librarian ($2300)
· Dutch Valley Elementary School: Non-fiction library books - Janis Bishop, Librarian ($2300)
· Oak Ridge Schools Family Resource Center: Readers and Leaders Program - Jo Bruce, Director ($1400)

· Oak Ridge Preschool: Listening Center – Books and puppets - Charlsey Cofer, Teacher ($1000)
· Delta Kappa Gamma: Read to Me program support at Methodist Medical Center Maternity Center - Mary Jane Williams, Coordinator ($300)
· Oak Ridge English as a Second Language Community Literacy Program: Materials and supplies for the ESOL program - Karen Wilkins-Butz, ESOL Administrator ($1432)
2007 – Funds raised at the 14th annual event went to:

· Walnut Hill Elementary School, Harriman: Multi-cultural literacy program for kindergarten - Patricia Cofer, Teacher ($1500)
· Briceville Elementary School: Non-fiction library books - Janis Bishop, Librarian ($1900)
· Dutch Valley Elementary School: Non-fiction library books - Janis Bishop, Librarian ($1900)
· Oak Ridge Schools Family Resource Center: Readers and Leaders Program - Jo Bruce, Director ($1600)
· Willow Brook Elementary School: InfoQuest - Judy Sutton, Reading Specialist ($2100)

· Oak Ridge Preschool: Listening Center - Linda Dalton, Teacher ($1305)
· Oak Ridge Preschool: Listening Center - Margaret Johnston, Teacher ($1500)
· Delta Kappa Gamma: Read to Me - Mary Jane Williams, Coordinator ($250)

· Clinch Valley Literacy Council: Family Learning Center - Joyce Morris, Literacy Coordinator ($3000)
2006 – Funds raised at the13th annual event went to:

· Clinch Valley Literacy Council – GED Exam Assistance, Lynn Cardwell ($1500)

· Oak Ridge English as a Second Language – Mucho Gusto, Karen Wilkens-Butz ($1400)

· Grand Oaks Elementary School – Leveled Guided Reading Books, Christy Hicks ($2600)

· Willow Brook Elementary School – Kindergarten “Jumpstart” Literacy Program, Judy Sutton ($2600)

· Oak Ridge Schools Preschool – Oak Ridge Preschool Inclusion Resource Program, Susan Galler ($1400)

· Oak Ridge Schools Preschool – Read Along Literacy Packs and Books, Charlsey Cofer ($1350)

· Oak Ridge Schools Preschool – Listening Center, LeeAnn Shelton ($1350)

· Oak Ridge Schools – Volunteer Tutor Corps, Mardee Miller ($1200)

· Norwood Elementary School – Growing Readers, Sally Suttle ($1000)

· Delta Kappa Gamma – “Read to Me” Program, Mary Jane Williams ($600)

· Anderson County Health Council – Infant Board Books, Marcia Slagle ($600)

· Oak Ridge Schools Preschool – Home School Connection, Bevelene Wallen ($400)

2005 (12th event)

· Clinch Valley Literacy Council, General Equivalency Diploma (GED) Exam Assistance, Lynn Cardwell, $2750

· Glenwood Elementary School, Reading for Meaning Skill-Level Books, Alma VanHull, $3500

· Anderson County Preschool, Read To Me Pre-Kindergarten Initiative, Lesa Larson, $3000

· Norwood Elementary, Sally Suttle, Just Right Classroom Libraries, $2000

· Grand Oaks Elementary, Leveled Guided Reading Books, Vicky Curtis, $2000

· Oak Ridge Schools Preschool, Home-School Connection, Bevelene Wallen, $1800

· Oak Ridge Schools Preschool, Technical Equipment for Literacy Enhancement, Melinda White, $1500

· Anderson Co. Preschool, Early Head Start, Brenda Bean, $1500

· Delta Kappa Gamma, Read to Me Program at Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge, Mary Jane Williams, $500

· Oak Ridge Schools Preschool, Backpack Literacy Project, Margaret Johnston, $450

2004 (11th event)

· Clinch Valley Literacy Council received $600 in matching funds in support of GED graduates who are continuing their education on CVLC scholarships;

· The Oak Ridge English as a Second Language Community Literacy Program was awarded $500 for supplies and teaching materials for its classes for non-English-speaking adults and teens.

· Anderson County Head Start Program was awarded $5,000 for the purchase of books for its "Read to Me" project for infants and toddlers.

· Clinton Middle School received $2,500 for the purchase of books for its new Collaborative Program, which combines reading and writing to improve students' comprehension, vocabulary and writing skills.

· The Willow Brook Elementary School Family Resource Center in Oak Ridge was awarded $3,400 for books and materials for at-risk students and their families.

· Oak Ridge Volunteer Tutor Corps received $3,000 for books and materials for its programs to assist students reading below grade level.

2003 (10th event)

· Clinch Valley Literacy Council was awarded $2,500 for a project designed to remove obstacles to attendance at adult education programs sponsored by the Council. The funds will help with childcare and transportation costs.

· East Tennessee Technology Access Center received $1,000 to purchase instructional reading materials to establish a literacy center at Michael Dunn Center. The center will be open to individuals with developmental disabilities.

· The Oak Ridge Schools’ Volunteer Tutor Corps, which works in the city’s four elementary schools to match community volunteer tutors with at-risk students for individual tutoring, received $3,114 for books and supplies.

· Willow Brook Elementary School’s Family Resource Center was awarded $2,500 to create a family literacy program and to purchase materials for family literacy packets.

· Anderson County Head Start received $2,500 to start a “Family of Readers” project in eight Early Head Start classrooms.

· Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Xi Iota Chapter, was awarded $1,000 for reading materials for the Ivy Reading AKAdemy, which works to improve reading skills for 30 children in kindergarten through third grade at the Scarboro Day Care Center.

2002 (9th event)

· Clinch Valley Literacy Council was awarded $2,680 to provide gasoline, food vouchers, and childcare as incentives for adults to continue in the adult literacy program. The grant provided funds for program incentives for nine months.

· The Oak Ridge Schools’ Volunteer Tutor Corps, which uses community volunteers to help students who are reading below grade-level at Willow Brook, Glenwood, and Woodland elementary schools, received $2,000. The program used the funds for books and to cover startup expenses to expand the program to a fourth school in the city.

· Healthy Start of Anderson County was awarded $1,080 to provide books to families with at-risk children for abuse and neglect. This program supports the evidence that reading to infants stimulates brain development and a life-long enjoyment of reading.

· The Anderson County Head Start Program was awarded $3,500 to start a “Bag of Books” project in 11 preschool classrooms. The project is designed to get high quality children’s literature into the low income homes of Head Start children.

2001 (8th event)

· Adult Program: Clinch Valley Literacy Council received $5000 to purchase Rosetta Stone software in English Levels I and II for use on 20 computers. This grant was further leveraged by the support of two other sponsors:

· St. Mary’s School in Oak Ridge provides the computers and computer lab site, a technical coordinator and child care for English as a second language classes.

· Pellissippi State Community College provides a class coordinator and pays an Hispanic couple to oversee the classes on Wednesday nights.

CVLC provides the software, auxiliary materials, workbooks and student manuals.

Classes are growing since beginning in January 2002 and now include 25 students from Peru, Mexico, Taiwan and South Korea. 

· Elementary School Program: The Oak Ridge school system’s Volunteer Tutor Corps received $4750 for its efforts on behalf of at-risk readers in city elementary schools. The Volunteer Tutor Corps continues at Willow Brook and Glenwood schools and has expanded to Woodland Elementary this year. About 100 tutors work with at-risk children (kindergarten through third grade) for 30 minutes once a week. Funds have been used for a new computer, books and supplies for tutors and children, a phone for the program, and training for the administrator. More than 1000 books have been given to children in the past three years of the program. While the half-time administrator is paid by the schools, she also recruits and trains new volunteers, organizes tutor activities and coordinates tutor schedules according to the needs of each school, and arranges partnerships with a dozen high school students for tutoring. This year, 175 students are being served, bringing the cumulative total to more than 400 students.

· English as a Second Language Classes: Suzanne Angelini was awarded $1600 to purchase workbooks for a program she has organized that teaches English as a second language for Hispanic adults who are living and working in the area. The program teaches “real world” skills – like reading classified ads for housing and employment opportunities.

· Other Programs: In addition to the projects listed above:

· Anderson County Head Start received $250 to purchase materials for its “Bag of Books” project, which focuses on families with young children,

Clinton High School’s Parents’ Book Club received $250 to purchase age-appropriate materials for the children of student/parents in the progra

